














North America sometime in the
next few years. It is another
species we would see more fre-
quently if birders were to visit St.
Paul earlier in the season. There
are also about half a dozen
records for Gambell. Still, your
best chances are in the Aleutians,
where it occasionally occurs in
numbers. My very first sighting
on Attu, for example, was of a
flock of 21 dropping in at the edge
of a small pond.

Gray-tailed Tattler, Attu Island, June 1986.
photo/George Jett

neleroscelus previpes

p. 118 Excellent

The NGS guide summarizes
well the places one could see this
species. Records are widespread,
and although recorded almost an-
nually, numbers fluctuate greatly
from year to year in the outer
Aleutians, where the bird is most
common. I have seen a single
flock of 35 on Attu, for example,
but at other times the species can
be maddeningly frustrating to
find, as tattler after tattler turns
out to be a Wandering. Because of
fall records from Washington and
California, birders should be alert
to the possibility of this species
occurring outside Alaska.
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Tringa
i UPU.S

p- 118 Poor

The number of North American
records of this species—seven—
is greater than one would expect
from an examination of its pub-
lished breeding range in Asia.
Perhaps it breeds farther east
than is generally known. Al-
though one bird appeared the first
week in June at Gambell, five
other spring records suggest that
the best hope of seeing it is in the
far western Aleutians from mid
May to mid June.

Calidris
suvnmunurd

p- 132 Excellent( +)

Even in the poorest of shore-
bird migrations, one can count on
seeing this bird in the outer Aleu-
tians. In fact, its behavior on Attu
has occasionally suggested that it
could be the next shorebird found
breeding in North America. There
is a reasonable chance of seeing it
on St. Paul, as well as at Gambell
from mid May through the first
week of June. There are very few
records from St. Lawrence Island.
Were it not so difficult to separate
from Least Sandpiper, there
would probably be more scattered
fall records from other places in
North America besides Oregon
and California.

Calidris minuta

p. 132 Poor

Spring records in the Aleutians
are almost nonexistent, with
more occurring farther north in
Alaska, such as at Gambell. Fall is
probably better, but chances of
getting to the Aleutians then are
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tremely fortunate to have seen
every one of these birds recorded
in modern times in the ABA Area
except the one collected on Buldir
in June 1977. In Vancouver,
British Columbia, early one Au-
gust weekday afternoon, I
watched one for two hours all by
myself, perplexed that no one else
was there, even though the bird
had been found two days earlier.
Seeing three on Attu in June of
1986 was personally much more
exciting, because there were a lot
of people with whom to share it
You can dream about seeing this
bird, but your chances? Small
enough that it will likely remain
only a dream.

LoLHRILULL jJutLtiicuiiu

p- 132 Poor(—)

Forget this one, too. Three Au-
gust—September records in the
western Aleutians comprise the
whole ABA record.

Slaty-backed Gull, Shemya, 13 May 1978.
photo/Davis Finch

Larus
sSciustuyus

p. 154 Good

If you want to be as sure as pos-
sible of seeing this species, go to
Wales, on the western Seward
Peninsula, in early June. But you
could also see one in Nome on
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your way there. Northwestern
Alaska, including Gambell, cer-
tainly has more of these birds in
the spring than do the Aleutians.
Most will not be adults. We have,
however, seen individuals of every
age, from juvenal through adult,
on Attu. Records outside Alaska
are interesting: there are as many
confirmed records for Illinois as
for the entire West Coast (two, as
compared to single Washington
and British Columbia records),
and I believe that two other Great
Lakes records of dark-backed
gulls represented this species. As
birders become more aware of
how to identify Slaty-backed
Gulls in all plumages, I think
there will be West Coast records
as far south as California.

Aethia
pygmaea

p. 178 Excellent

Get on the three-times-per-
summer ferry from Kodiak to
Dutch Harbor, a two-and-one-half-
day trip. You’ll see Whiskered
Auklets as you approach Dutch
Harbor, near the Baby Islands.
You should see hundreds, but it
won't be as satisfying as seeing
other Alaskan alcids perched on
rocks at nesting sites, because
the deck is high above the water.
Forget about seeing this bird else-
where, unless you have a good
friend stationed on Adak with his
or her own boat. I think this
should be Code 3 in the ABA
Checklist, not Code 4.

Haliaeetus

wlte Lot

p. 184 Excellent
There is only one known place
in the ABA Area to see this mag-
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was seen on Attu. I might note
that even though it was a gray
bird, it was identified with some
certainty before the call was
heard. Nevertheless, we officially
record the species on Attu for
gray birds only when their calls
are heard. (The NGS guide cor-
rectly points out the ease of sepa-
rating the hepatic morph
cuckoos, but there is quite a bit of
overlap in the gray morph field
marks cited by the field guides.
One possibly distinguishing char-
acteristic they do not mention is
the existence of an ocher under-
tone on the lower breast-to-vent
area of the Oriental Cuckoo. Un-
fortunately, we have not seen
enough birds to determine how
easy this is to see in the field.)

Apus
pacificus

p. 252 Poor(—)

The eight Alaska records are
evenly divided between spring
and fall, with two from the Prib-
ilofs and the others from the
western Aleutians. One would
have to be very lucky to see any
swift in these areas.

Hirundapus caudacutus

p. 252 Poor{ —)

There are half as many records
of this species as of the previous
one, all from Attu and nearby
Shemya in spring. Would you be-
lieve you could chase a rare swift
in migration? In two of the three
cases where these two swift
species occurred on Attu, the
birds stayed long enough for
birders to travel some distance to
see them. In fact, they actually did
not leave until the next day.
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muscleapa grisewssuacta

p. 320 Good(+)

With but one exception (see
next account), all records of the
four palearctic flycatcher species
that have appeared in North
America have been from the
western Aleutians. Even the Pri-
bilofs lack records of them. This
species is almost annual on Attu
in early June, with several indi-
viduals in a day not uncommon. It
usually perches conspicuously
on a plant stalk or post, making it
generally easier to find than the
next species, which often skulks
near the ground.

rweaua parva

p. 320 Reasonable

Except for a wave of over a
dozen birds one day on Attu, this
early June species has occurred
only by ones and twos. Don’t
count on seeing the handsome
male—almost all records have
been of females and immature
males. There is a lone record of
this species from St. Lawrence Is-
land.

Phylloscopus
Juscatus

p- 320 Poor(—)

Forget it, unless you get to Attu
in the fall. Actually, there have
been more continental records of
this bird. The current score is
California 3, Shemya 2, Gambell
2, and Attu 1.

Locusteula ocnorensts
p. 320 Poor{—)
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Prunella
montanella

p. 332 Poor(—)

One more North American
record of this species would be
sufficient to change its classifica-
tion in the ABA Checklist from
Accidental to Visitor. It would not
surprise me if it came from Cali-
fornia or somewhere else on the
West Coast, since the pattern of
occurrence in the ABA Area is of
fall birds moving southeast from
Siberia. Don’'t count on seeing
this bird; but if you simply must
make an effort, try sitting on the
Pribilofs or Attu beginning in mid
September.

Anthus

nouysuvitt

p. 340 Excellent

Records from Gambell and St
Paul are not nearly as numerous
as those from the western Aleu-
tians. The species is not recorded
every year but nevertheless is the
most common pipit on Attu at
times. (At other times, both Water
and Red-throated Pipits have
been more numerous.)

Anthus gustavi

p. 340 Poor( +)

There are now 11 ABA Area
records of this species, so it will
be reclassified from Accidental to
Visitor and from Code 5 to Code 4
in the next ABA Checklist. Seven
records are from Attu, and four
are from Gambell. The call note
mentioned in the NGS guide and
other field guides is rarely heard
in our area.

Anthus

cervuiuy
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p. 340 Excellent( +)

This species breeds on the Se-
ward Peninsula. It is easy to see
right behind the village of Wales,
for example. But I venture a guess
that more birders have seen their
lifer away from the breeding
grounds: most commonly at Gam-
bell, or in fall in coastal Cali-
fornia, or on Attu, where several
dozen have been seen in a day.

Black-backed Wagtail, Attu Island, Spring 1987.
photo/David Seay

motuciiiu tuyeit>

p. 342 Excellent

The classification of this
species in the ABA Checklist will
be changed from Visitor to Native
Breeding Species when the
proper documentation is evalu-
ated. That is because it has bred
on Attu (to be published) and pos-
sibly at Nome. Fall immatures
that occur accidentally on the
West Coast are difficult to iden-
tify, but spring birds in the
western Aleutians are usually
easy to separate from possible
White Wagtails (Motacilla alba).
There is only one Aleutian record
of the latter species.

Motacilla cinerea

p. 342 Good( +)
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most likely Asian fringillid or em-
berizid to be seen. Gambell, St.
Paul, and the western Aleutians
all have records. On Attu, it has a
bad reputation—I have seen more
of them passing overhead than on
the ground. They are very flighty
and usually do not stay put. In
1978, one was responsible for the
notorious ‘‘Hawfinch Death
March” on Attu, where a dozen
birders hiked five miles to see
one, only to hear me tell them
“The last time I saw it, it was out
of sight.” On the other hand, one
that spent several days in the
same location, a rocky beach, was
very conspicuous.

Pyrrhula
pyrrhuta

p. 442 Poor(—)

Since the majority of records of
this species are in winter from
mainland Alaska, a time and place
where there are few birders, this
is a Code 5 bird, even though it is
classified as a Visitor in the ABA
Checklist. Considering how few
people saw the only spring birds
—one on Attu and two on St.
Lawrence Island—your most rea-
sonable hope for this species is
that a bird will appear and stay at
an Alaskan feeder some winter.

Carduelis
swtnica

p. 442 Reasonable( —)

I am sure more people saw the
bird that wintered in California
[The record is still under review
by the state records committee,—
Ed.] than saw all of the other
North American records put to-
gether. Those are from three
western Aleutian islands. There
are four official occurrences on
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Attu but at least as many reports
of flying birds flashing yellow in
the wings. Although such
sightings are probably of Oriental
Greenfinches, Eurasian Siskins
(C. spinus) cannot be excluded.
Eurasian Siskin is not on the ABA
Checklist, but there is a single-
observer Attu record.

Fringilla

monwyruty l.l.la

p. 442 Excellent(+)

Here is an Asian species that
most birders can reasonably hope
to see eventually in the ABA Area
without going to Alaska. There
are now winter records spread
across almost the entire conti-
nent. In the Aleutians sizeable
flocks are occasionally seen, with
up to 150 birds in a day at Attu.
Within five minutes of landing on
Attu for the first time, I had seen a
beautiful male. I remember get-
ting excited about how easy it was
obviously going to be to see good
birds on the island. Was I wrong!
Not only was it days before I saw
another Asian lifer, but it was
tough work the whole time.

So dream on about someday
getting a chance to tick off each
page in the NGS’s guide. But if
you do manage to make it to the
western Aleutians, where most of
the species I've discussed are
possible, or to Gambell, where
some of them can be seen, you
will really earn these birds. They
are few and far between, and you
really have to work to see them.
Will it be worth it? Well, if you are
like me, you are always thrilled
and excited to see a new bird.

P.S. I still have 32 pages to tick off
completely. Darn those pelagic
species!
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